
Futile exercise 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Recently I saw an announcement in the newspapers for a design competition for a bus 
stand. All important names and agencies are involved in the said project. Karachi seems t
be lucky for this is a fair and an intelligent way to arrive at a solution. The involvement of 
public and professionals for any public service is an excellent idea. 
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The only problem is that our buses never stop at bus stops. Has anybody seen a bus driver 
using a bus bay. Since our country's birth there have been numerous occasions when bus 
bays and bus stands have been designed and implemented. 
 
I only hope that this does not become another exercise in futility. Because in my opinion 
this is yet another project in which a lot of national time and money is at stake. Bus stand is 
a secondary requirement whereas adequate buses and transport facilities for city 
commuters is primary. Implementation of proper traffic laws comes next, which, I doubt, 
will have any improvement in the near future. My recommendation is:  Design exercises 
should always have our limitations and handicaps in view and a good perspective of our 
inherent problems. We should not follow Western models blindly.  
 
Our people work pretty hard and in the evening have to stand for long hours waiting for 
buses which are always overloaded. A lot of people walk long distances to the traffic 
signals where the buses have no choice but to stop and they cling on to the already 
overloaded bus. 
 
In our case the people will always stand “at spots more convenient to them and the bus 
drivers will always stop where they can find passengers, even if it happens to be the m
of the road. I doubt if someone could change our strange and ridiculous habits easily. Co
we also have a competition on how to make our people wait at required spots and queue
how to make our bus drivers stop at bus stops only. 
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Karachi 
 


