
Beautification priorities 
Dear Editor,  
 
Moving around in Karachi has become extremely difficult. In fact, this has 
become a serious hazard; People are exposed to all kinds of air, noise and 
visual pollution. It is clear that the developmental works do not match the 
astronomical growth. The institutions that we have created to govern and 
manage the City have become a cruel joke. The quality of civic services is 
frustrating. People are desperate for better transport, trauma centers and 
parking lots. 
 
Yes, this is an old story but a reminder may wake a few thinking minds. We 
should seriously ask our-selves if we really choose to live the way we live or 
we are trapped in our own hang-ups, systems and institutions. Is there some 
Unknown compelling force that does not permit us to change course or we can 
actually improve by effort and planning. I think we can.  
 
There has been talk of beautification of Karachi. I must say some progress has 
also been made. 1t is a different matter that most of the time wrong medicine 
gets prescribed for our maladies. The most glaring example is the sponsorship 
of various roundabouts which under the tremendous pressure of the motor 
vehicles may have to be made redundant and replaced by traffic signals or 
other things like under passes and overheads. The traffic circle at the Agha's 
Supermarket in Clifton is a case in point, which has been saved from a major 
loss. TEB has installed a signal before the sponsors could invest millions of 
rupees on a fountain project. Well a few millions here or there for a 
prosperous group would not have made such great difference, but it would 
have definitely disrupted the lives of Karachiites.  
 
I would like to make a suggestion in this context. The question is whether 
beautifying the roundabouts is our desperate need or our first priority should 
be things like a multistory car park and public conveniences in business 
districts of the City. Is it not a good idea that some prosperous group, in 
collaboration with KDA and KMC etc, invest in the two. Let us propose a 
multi storey car park on Tariq Road or in Bohri Bazaar, Saddar and 



completely Pedestrianise the area-no vehicular traffic in some areas and 
compulsory parking. 
 
People walking to desired shops and offices also mean physical good plus that 
area would become free of all kinds of pollution. Think of the open plazas and 
squares in other countries and a clean mall. I am sure that the present DG, 
KDA and KMC administrator and the Chief, Minister of Sindh will cooperate 
if somebody comes forward to invest. 
 
I talked to a businessman about my proposal and his first reaction was that 
multi storey car parks are not financially feasible. There is no return. I 
disagree. Use your imaginative managers to create little niches of self-finance 
in the car parks. For example, a funland, playland for kids on the rooftop, 
while the mothers are shopping. Amusement starved people of the City will 
love this offer. A day care nursery for tiny toddlers while the mothers are 
shopping, or a chain of fast food joints on the ground floor level etc. Once you 
engage someone creative, money will start to pour in. Announce a 
competition to make this project economically viable. It will remove all 
negative 'thoughts. In fact, it will create employment opportunities. 
 
I think that beautiful roundabouts are nice but a chain of half beautiful car 
parks and public conveniences are even better and long overdue, considering 
the stunning rise in car population of Karachi. Let us see who will come 
forward and give this, City a gift of the New Year and help release some 
congestion on the roads. 
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