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Dear Sir  
 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
 
I am writing this with reference to Dawn career wise of May 6th captioned “Interior 
Designing”. I found the fortnightly feature to be a very poor coverage of the subject. I am 
concerned because it is the subject that I specialize in. 
 
Let me start with saying that the subject is normally addressed as “Interior Design”. 
Design is one of those hot cliché and most widely used verbs of recent times. It is used 
and abused by everybody under the sun, even lawyers and politicians have used it. 
Designing is used in a totally different context. 
 
It is not appropriate to say that degree courses are available in the subject to Interior 
Design as all the mentioned courses are in Architecture. There are similarities between 
architecture and Interior design but they are two separate entities, at least in other parts of 
the world. All the mentioned institutions only barely touch upon Interior design (as a 
subordinate subject), i.e. dedicate a few hours in the whole semester. It is just like getting 
your law degree in a few weeks. 
 
Another wrong impression that the career wise usually give is to ‘start your own 
practice’. When there are not enough professional interior designers in the country, and 
no teachers, no institutions, not a single fully comprehensive course, degree or diploma, 
then how can we even make such a suggestion. 
 
Yes, as the famous saying goes architecture shapes personalities but remember 
architecture only comes into directs contact with its users through its interiors. And these 
physical “environments” have a lot of “products” and “systems” that actually have its 
effects on its end users. This writer believes that Interior Design is the most important 
subject around while its practice or neglect influences human behavior, efficiency, health 
and safety, progress and economy, in an urban context. 
 
Ironically the majority still thinks that the subject deals with choosing curtains and 
rearranging furniture. The umbilical cord between architecture and Interior architecture 
(as the subject is known in most of the developed world) was cut a long time ago, is a full 
fledge subject that cover a lot of science and technology, architecture and engineering, 
arts, crafts and aesthetics. Designing furniture and dealing in soft furnishing is not 
enough a qualification for truly professional interior designer. 
 
Fortunately for us that at least we have the subject of architecture recognized now, 
(formerly even this was covered under the engineering head). The profession of Interior 



design is the safest in the hands of experienced architects but because the demand –
supply gap has grown tremendously every Tom, Dick and Harry is having a go at it. 
In the developed world design is discussed by parliamentarians for boosting national 
economics and progress and has influence on policy making while over here it may take 
decade for “Design” to be included on our national agenda. 
 
In order to appreciate the importance of “Design” all we need to do is draw up a chart of 
stresses and strains that we experience everyday caused by the “environments, products 
and systems” that we use and the way these EPS are turning us into most hostile species 
on earth. 
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