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Dear Editor,  
 
A few of days ago, we witnessed something from the balcony of 
our house, which we thought was rather bizarre. Our house is 
located in a kind of remote area of Defense or let’s says the area is 
not so densely populated. From a distance we saw a police mobile 
van, which had stopped a Ruddi-wala, a thela-wala (who is a door 
to door refuse buyer). The Ruddiwala handed over something to 
the men in uniform who instantly sped away.  Both I and my wife 
wondered what had happened. Then after a short while the same 
mobile was seen immediately outside our house, this time very 
close and following two ruddi walas, who were apparently 
returning home after a hard days work. The time was almost 
sunset. The police company in the van did not notice that we were 
actually watching them. As soon as the mobile van driver’s and 
our eyes met the van sped away. I yelled and asked the poor 
people as to what had happened. The reply was “you know what” 
“we told them we have no money, we have purchased some 
newspaper and bottles, all our money is finished and we can’t give 
you anything”. Those people waited outside our gate till the van 
was out of sight and then they moved on. 
 
This incident does not need anything elaboration. Every day we 
hear and read of police excesses, high-handedness, extortion, the 
stopping of daily wage earners and stripping them of all currency 
and valuables, conniving with the criminals or committing the 
offense themselves, but we had never seen it so close and clear. 
For obvious reasons the cops usually pick on the poor who are 
easier to harass and loot. This was perhaps too trivial for them but 
an indicator for us all as to how low and petty the guardians of our 
society have become. 
 



If a civilian commits a crime the police is there to catch him, when 
the police commit crime, is there any agency to catch them? It is 
an ugliest civil dead lock that stares us everyday in one form or 
another. They are so well placed and well protected and the 
situation has become so deep rooted and pathetic that I doubt if 
any superior force can get them or change them. I am sure that the 
respective SP, SSP, DIG, and IG have absolutely no idea what 
their boys are doing in the streets and their thanas. Obviously the 
entire force is not dirty but most of them do get away with a 
murder. May it be The Shantinagar case, that has put the entire 
nation to shame. Here an entire village is victimised as compared 
to a single daily wage earner looted in the broad daylight.  Every 
citizen is treated like a blind FIR. The best excuse is to create 
suspects for their own resolved cases. 
 
The newspapers are saturated with the stories of our horrific crime 
calendar. The crime rate catches on with opening of a thana in any 
district. A lot of editorials are written, citizens protest through the 
media both electronic and print, many a commissions have been 
appointed in our 50 years history, reports have been written, 
recommendations made, every politician vows to make radical 
changes but nothing really changes. All the landed officials and 
politicians manage to do is transfers and shuffling. The situation 
has gone from bad to worse to disastrous. 
 
Perhaps the biggest obstacle in the way of radical police reform, 
which is long over due, is the fact that the institution of police is 
not answerable to the people, the local government or the mayor. It 
reports, firstly to a permanent parallel government, the brown 
sahibs East India company of  DC’s, SDM’s etc. still thriving 
amongst us, and secondly to the more temporary politicians and of 
course the well-off and well-connected criminals. Every civil 
society has their law enforcing agencies working in a locality on a 
local level and answerable to the locals. We have these institutions 
who report to Islamabad. The answer lies in re-design of the 



systems supported by re-vamped, strong and independent judicial 
systems. The answer lies in decentralization and rejuvenation of 
the local government with full autonomy.  
 
Is asking for honour and peaceful life in ones own country too 
much? How and when will the police be punished for their crimes? 
When will merit be a criteria for the recruitment of the police, 
when will politicians be prevented from recruiting their goons, 
when will the police work for the people rather than politicians, 
when will they protect and investigate in its true sense. When will 
the fear and hatred of the agencies go away from the minds of the 
citizens, when will the personnel be well educated, well equipped 
and well fed are some of the questions that remain unanswered. 
Can we put these questions to the new PM as a reminder?  
 
DAZ 
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