
Between Glamour and Essentials 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I think that Dawn’s editors should be congratulated for highlighting public issues such as 
the KPT fountain, as more and more people are coming forward and airing there views. 
The people at large are sick and tired of such wasteful projects. 
 
In fact I thought that the KPT fountain debate was over, but 23rd January’s large 
advertisement congratulating the leadership for the construction of this public folly was a 
bad joke, like a pinch of salt on the wounds of Karachiites. I am sure majority of 
Karachiites have rejected it and this ad was definitely not from us, Ehliyaan-e-Karachi as 
it says. Twenty Crore rupees for a water jet!!! When Karachi is in desperate need of 
decent garbage collection systems, water supply system, sewerage system, transport 
systems…Just imagine how many parking lots we would have made with this money 
which is one of the most essential and totally neglected components of Urban Karachi. If 
I were to list our priorities there would be no space left. 
 
One cannot blame the PRO of KPT because she is duty bound to defend her employers, it 
is her job. It would be asking for too much for her to have an objective view on this 
subject. Coal silos were just a point in case mentioned by the editor but the PRO missed 
the point just like our leadership has since time immemorial. Clearly these projects are 
initiated for political milage and have nothing to do with people’s aspirations or the 
vision of the future. Development projects are undertaken but the lives of people are 
made so miserable that they wish they were better off without the development. 
 
If you visit my office in Defence, supposedly the most posh area in Karachi, you will be 
welcomed by a stinking gutter overflow, since the last three months. I complained to the 
CCB and DHA, not once but several times. Nobody seems to bother. Can we invest some 
money to improve systems to address public grievances on a day to day basis? 
 
With so much money perhaps all the Open drains and manholes of Karachi city would 
have been covered many times over. This would have saved hundreds of children who 
die every year in the city of Karachi just by falling in open gutters. God have mercy on 
us. 
 
Danish Azar Zuby 
 


