
DARK TIMES for KARACHI 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
These are the darkest times for Karachi, (we have gone through the dark) in fact it would not be 
an exaggeration if we were to call it the Dark Ages of Pakistan, as what happens in Karachi 
eventually represents and qualifies for the whole country. Since the last few days the power cut 
off or load shedding (the sarcastic name of this breakdown and institutional ineptness) in our 
area starts at 10.00am in the morning and goes on for almost three hours. These hours happen to 
be the most productive and useful hours for any working office. It does not stop here, then the 
power outage starts in the afternoon, sometimes at 3-3.30 or 4.00pm and it goes on for a couple 
of hours, till the day is done. Almost entire day is lost in frustration. (Not to mention the 
sleepless nights of the population at different hours and in different localities due to this torture.) 
   
We are a small design office like thousands of other small scale offices whose business suffers 
endlessly. The big companies install huge generators with ATS which has become a part of the 
survival plan. But the problem is that we are NOT through with the torture even when the 
electricity comes through the lines. The power fluctuates, at times so much that it burns up your 
expensive equipment, anything that has a transformer in it. I have lost a few air conditioners and 
other equipment. The irony is that the citizens have to pay for all this from their hard earned 
money. What a shame. 
 
A lot of people in Pakistan still wonder as to why as a nation we have not developed or 
progressed. We seem to be going backwards instead of forward.  We really don’t need a genius 
or a great statesman like Lee Kwan Yu to inform us about our misplaced priorities and failed 
state. If I remember correctly sometimes back when he was invited to our country to advise us on 
developmental issues he packed up his back and left abruptly in the middle of this planned tour 
with a simple remark that “Why do you guys talk about development when you cant even 
provide basic things like energy, transport, and communications to your people.”(At that time the 
mobile giants had not entered the market.) He was probably not aware of other lists of basics that 
the citizens are deprived of - protection to life, justice and basic amenities, education, medical 
facilities…list is long, and less said the better. 
 
Mr.Ghayoor Ahmed writes on 23rd of May in Dawn in the article The Karachi Mayhem; May12 
was a Black day for Karachi….but haven’t we seen loads and loads of black days since the last 
few decades but nothing seems to happen. This time around it was the Legal institutions darkest 
hour. But haven’t we failed on almost every front….The people in general have become 
frustrated, de-sensitized and apathetic, simply trying to survive on a day to day basis in these 
dark times. But they also frequently talk about and pray for Imam Khomeni like Leader for 
Pakistan. There were times when I used to wonder why? But not anymore. 
 
Danish Azar Zuby 
   
  


