
Street crimes and the new Government  
 
Dear Editor, 
 
The recent alarming rise in the street crimes of Karachi does not raise any eyebrows anymore 
because each month competes with other. Almost a 100 armed hold-ups every day in the city 
where gangsters are snatching cars, motorbikes, cell phones, wallets, jewellery etc. risking life of 
the common man. What we fail to mention is the psychological damage that it does to the 
victims which includes Ladies, children and sometimes old folks. The bandits, when they strike 
do not care about the age and gender factor. They just have a job to do. It is like a daily routine, 
and if they have to kill anyone who resists is part of the tough job they have been assigned. Is 
this for real? Are we living through such sickening times? I am afraid, yes. It is a dreadful feeling 
that the criminals are stalking through the streets of Karachi looking for hapless victims with no 
solution in sight.  
 
Mind you the statistics of this report are mind boggling but they are all reported. They were 
collated from the police and CPLC. We all know that there are hundreds if not thousands of 
robberies and dacoities that are not reported. I realized this last week when my family was held 
on a gun point on returning from a dinner in DHA. Needles to say what and how much was lost 
besides the shock of seeing a gun pointed at your family but amazingly the following day the 
relatives started arriving in to console us all. They all had a story to tell, as expected, they had all 
been robbed. They all thought that not reporting the incidence was a good move as it could have 
started another ordeal with the police, the most hated arm of the government. It is alleged that 
most of the robbing is done in connivance with this branch of the government which ironically is 
meant for our protection. But then there are many other criminal elements that thrive on such 
lawlessness such as militants of political parties, extremist groups, area thugs, extortionists and 
petty thieves etc.   
 
The tragedy is that almost every one of us out of this 15million population metropolis has been 
robbed and hurt. The ones who have been spared so far are waiting for their turn to be robbed. 
We have taken this phenomenon for granted. Every pharmacy, every bakery, every shop, every 
bank, petrol station has been looted once, twice and some many times over. In fact every 
individual and every establishment is trying to survive under a constant threat. The life is ripe 
with fear. The human suffering is so phenomenal that it has deranged our lives.  
 
To top it all the brave citizenry of Karachi is plagued with other problems like water, energy, 
transport, health care, basic education besides the basics of law and order, justice. The ruling 
elites fail to appreciate that how can someone contribute positively to a society when they do not 
receive the essentials. It is a cumulative effect of deprivation and pain that destroys peace and 
quality of life …. Is this the kind of society one can live in? Is this how a nation moves forward? 
Is this a country our great leader Qaid-e-Azam had dreamed of?  
 
I feel that the most important task for the new government in the making, if it wants to steer the 
nation to a better future, is to start with a fundamental shift in the national policies by adopting a 
‘People’s oriented’ policies rather than policies based on external elements. It is time to rethink 
alignment with distant powers/donors or trying to ward off external threats etc. For example can 
a part of our gargantuan Defence budget be diverted towards welfare of the people of this 
country? The speech of the Qaid has been oft repeated in these columns regarding the protection 
of the life and property of its citizens. It is time that the new government should invest in Human 
development and creates a peaceful environment for its citizens, divert funds on the betterment 
of its institutions, and establish rule of law. 
 
Danish Azar Zuby 


