
About Slumdogs and Millionaires 

By Danish Azar Zuby 

I asked my colleagues about the recent triumph of the Indian and the British 

showbiz team receiving the 2009 Oscars Awards for the movie Slumdog 

Millionaire filmed in India. They were overjoyed but quite surprised at my 

reaction. I explained that I was happy on a count that our neighbors 

demonstrated that they possessed the extraordinary talent and techniques 

required in the art of movie making but was unhappy on many counts.  

First I saw the movie and enjoyed it but later felt a bit depressed. I never expected 

it would be taken to the Oscar heights. To me it was like glamorizing and 

celebrating the shocking poverty of this part of Asia. I felt that someone was 

laughing at the heart breaking wretchedness of the poor and exploiting it to make 

profit at the box office. 

It looks like an act of kindness to bring some poor kids of Mumbai on the red 

carpet among the tuxedo clad barons of the movie and hand out the golden 

dummies amid glitter and applause but were there any cash donations? I am not 

aware of that. 

The fact is that the poor ‘Slumdogs’, as some Indians have rightly objected to the 

title, will always be utterly poor and miserable and the millionaires will continue 

to grow to become billionaires by virtue of the prevalent unjust, inequitable 

capitalistic global system. If one slumdog by any chance manages to break the 

barriers of his poverty by his abilities, he will be beaten and tortured as shown in 

the movie. But this was fiction, make believe. These things never happen. This is 

deceit covered with chocolate entertainment. 

The toilet scene in the movie was sensational, never done before, a seller, but an 

example in the bad taste, as these little stints pull the crowds to the box office. 

Will the showbiz team and the actors, whose earnings run in millions of dollars, 

donate a portion of their earnings to the slums of India to improve the life of the 



poor, or let’s say on a sanitation project for the slums of India. Now that could be 

celebrated and brought to the red carpet and lime light.  
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