
Remembering architect Arshad Abdulla 
 
Dear Editor,  
 
The passing away of Architect Arshad Abdulla in October 2009 was perhaps the saddest day for 
Architects community in Pakistan. A lot of us only know him as a great architect, but I think he was also a 
great human being. He was extremely compassionate, selfless, humble and a very soft spoken person. 
Like his illustrious brother, he never desired any personal pomp or glory despite his most extraordinary 
achievements, notably in the education sector, which in my opinion, is one of the most neglected 
sectors of the country. 
 
To be a leader of a team that establishes quality schools for the under privileged across the country 
(under the banner of TCF schools) and to establish and manage a much needed art and design school 
like Indus Valley School can only be termed as leading a quiet revolution, desperately needed by our 
country. Presently there are more than six hundred TCF schools enrolling more than 80,000 less 
privileged children. These are the kind of people who quietly change the world without wanting any 
credit for it.  
 
Perhaps the annual GOP Presidential Awards missed out on such a great personality because he avoided 
the limelight and publicity. He had the rare human quality of selflessness and humility which is so hard 
to emulate. It is relatively easy to make a good architect but most difficult to make a good human being. 
Luckily, I had the privilege of being associated with his architectural firm for many years and I am a 
witness to this great but humble personality. He will be missed for a long time to come. 
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