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A neighbor’s teen age son who went to buy some bread for dinner, a common thing in our 

households, was recently stopped by police who are normally patrolling the areas of their 

jurisdiction. Emptying all pockets was not enough. Cell phone contact was not allowed and he 

was asked to wait in the van. But then we all know now what the police personal are up to, easy 

and fast money by harassing the youth and the poor people in particular.  The boy refused just 

in time when the police wanted to hand search other body parts for it is generally known that 

they would plant a thing or two to make a lucrative case. This mental torture went on for quite 

some time before the boy was released. And this is not an isolated case but an everyday affair. 

Now the boy prefers to remain indoors. It’s like being incarcerated in your own house. One can 

imagine the frustration generated by our ‘Thana culture’. 

The criminal element in the police department has come to such a level that it is difficult to 

distinguish between the real criminals and the police. It is alleged that everything happens with 

the connivance of the superiors who are either busy in bigger scams or who are literally too 

busy or they just look away. No wonder that police is the most hated arm of the government 

and the newly born ‘extremist’ elements of the society target police personal more frequently. 

The record of catching the real offenders and real criminals is extremely poor and often the 

criminals are back on the street after bribing the system. Like a vicious circle this is only 

increasing the people’s anger and hatred for our LEA.  I am sad when an ordinary citizen is hurt 

but I am least moved now when a policeman is hurt or killed. But the hard part is that they are 

also human. 

I feel that no matter how bad the situation, the system has not collapsed completely and it is 

not corrupt one hundred percent. There are still a lot of good, brave and honest police officers 

around. My advice to them is to make an effort to reverse this growing ugly trend and to 

cleanse the department of the rot. Leave decoys as baits and nab the criminal elements or 

make whatever programs of snap checking and give exemplary punishments to the criminal 

elements within the department. Strict instructions should be sent out through the chain of 

command that innocent citizens should not be harassed. This will definitely improve the image 

of the police.  

If this is not done then the pent up frustration and resentment among the people will lead to 

vengeful acts. Anger leads to rebellion which provokes vengeful/drastic action, even criminal 

action. Any psychology professional can tell what is going on in the hearts and minds of people 



in general. So the let the upright elements within the police department come forward and 

make a change. 
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