
SAVE MOHATTA PALACE 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

There was a news item in an architectural journal that a “Mohatta Palace 
Museum & Cultural Complex” is under construction, a foundation stone for which 
has already been laid by the President. In the Master Plan of the Complex some 
classical building blocks are being erected in the same compound and in close 
proximity to the grand Mohatta, one of the last few surviving architectural jewels 
in Karachi.  

 

It is felt that any structure built today, sitting very close to Mohatta will lack in 
elegance and will not harmonize with it. Some architects have rejected this 
scheme and feel that this will steal the beauty of the original structure and leave 
no breathing space at all. The controversy is growing.  

 

First, we have a pathetic record as far as the conservation and preservation of old 

heritage buildings is concerned and second, we don’t have enough work to show, 

in which the old is mixed with the new. We see numerous examples in the west 

where new steel and glass structures overlap and mingle with the old stone 

structures, in total contrast, done tastefully with complete coherence, balance 

and consistency. Indus Valley School in Karachi is a rare preservation project-

example in which the imposing old stone building in the front, which was 

transported block by block from its previous (old city) site, sits close to a very low 

key new structure at the rear. The new structure takes a back seat and is totally 

unimposing. Somehow the architects were able to give the building its due 

prominence. 

 



I also think that we don’t have the capacity to create a genuinely classical building 

today. The eye for the classical details is not there- How can we possibly put a 

pseudo colonial structure sitting right next to an architectural masterpiece and  

which does not harmonize with it at all, in any way?  

 

This is sensitive heritage issue and therefore I propose that the design scheme 

and the Master plan should be vetted by a team of senior architects and elders 

before the ground breaking. We need to save Mohatta from this over ambitious 

scheme 

Danisn Azar Zuby 

17th May 2010 

 

 

 


