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The anthills are probably one of the most magnificent examples of 
architecture and environment created by living species. But would the ants 
themselves do anything to harm these masterpieces of engineering and 
eventually destroy them? A bird when it creates her nest, its home, would 
never do anything that would put it in jeopardy. I don't know of any living 
species whose activities would eventually endanger its own home or 
environment ... it does however ring a bell! 
 
Humans, who are supposed to be the most intelligent of all species have 
proved beyond doubt that this suicidal instinct is present in them in abun-
dance. Our activities have already started showing signs of detriment and 
devastation caused to our home this earth and its inhabitants. 
 
The level of all kind of pollution that we create and allow in our environment 
is a glaring example of such a process. Among all our negative characteristics 
and activities, pollution is perhaps the fastest growing. In an urban context it 
is really criminal what the common man, who is already living on the edge of 
a precipice, has to put up with. The exhaust/smoke carrying carbon monoxide, 
sulpher dioxide, nitrogen oxides, lead and other toxic fumes emitted by all 
motor vehicles are a slow poison given in heavy doses to our unaware citi-
zens. The ear bursting sound of pressure horns and particularly the rickshaw 
in our city is really a matter of shame for the responsible authorities who 
allow them to stay on the roads. 
 
The most hard hit are the pedestrians, people on motorbikes and commuters in 
general. Even the air-conditioned car owners who think that they are 
protected, which to a degree they are, have to park and walk to their offices. 
Their relatively clean respiratory systems are less immune and perhaps more 
vulnerable to the suspended poison in the air. 
 
The common man who is entrapped in the survival game in the urban 
quagmire seldom notices the environmental beating that he takes, the results 



of which are never immediate. The body develops immune systems as per the 
metabolism of each individual until he is driven to a breaking point. When he 
is taken to a hospital for lung cancer he sincerely believes that his time has 
come and fate does not allow life any more. 
The common man never bothers about the statistic figures appearing in the 
newspapers as more fundamental issues are at stake. 700,000 tons of 
pollutants released into air every year in this country (Dawn, June 22, 1989) 
and increasing at 10% annually which is really a staggering figure. Can the 
common man do something about it? I doubt it. His transport problems are so 
grave that he feels that buses emitting black fumes are better than no buses at 
all. He has to get back to his family in the evening. 
 
Three fold increase in cancer cases in Pakistan (Dawn, Oct 16, 1989) 
attributed to worsening pollution situation of the country besides poor living 
conditions, smoking etc. The results of such a mass poison/pollution exposure 
to the population will take some years to come when they will become more 
erratic, unstable and sick. The pollution factor has contributed largely to the 
tension in which the urban man lives. 
 
One should feel guilty if the words were camouflaged to say that the 
responsibility lies squarely on the city administration shoulders. It is simply a 
criminal neglect. The departmental corruption is usually a big obstacle in any 
reformation process but many people like me feel that some things are 
extremely simple and easy to cure for example: 
 
The original silencers have been replaced by local made ones to get more 
mileage and money at the cost of peoples health (including the drivers). 
Everybody knows about it, from the higher authorities to the lower ones that it 
is against the law but nothing is done about it. If I were made the Mayor for a   
weak (Mayor with authority) or any officer in charge but with authority from 
the highest offices. I would conduct all my proceedings out in the open, in the 
public. First I would make public announcements/warnings through the mass 
media that all rickshaws with fake silencers would be impounded. 
 
Next I would have teams of contractors who are experts in fitting silencers, 
with all their equipment posted strategically on major roads. Next I would 



start impounding rickshaws with noisy and improper silencers. If you want 
your rickshaw back, pay for the services of providing you proper silencers. 
Getting the rickshaw back with a new silencer for a couple of hundred rupees 
or so would not be such a bad idea. I am sure all rickshaw owners can afford 
that especially when they are made to believe that the national health is at 
stake. Also the rickshaw travelers should be willing to pay a little extra for a 
more comfortable ride. In this process the meter charges can be enhanced and 
the rickshaw design can be improved. 
 
If the results of such a scheme are promising and if I have the blessings of the 
people I would start yet another campaign. After the RICKSHAW 
SILENCER how about MOTOR CAR ROADWORTHINESS. The next in 
line would be GENUINE DRIVING LICENCES, MINOR OFFENCES and 
so on. One after another, slowly and steadily the problems on the city roads 
can be tackled step by step, but obviously it needs a political will and an 
authority from the top. Can the DIG Traffic, Karachi, do that for us, or 
perhaps the Commissioner of Karachi? 
 
I would even go as far as saying that if I was the Commissioner of the city I 
would, as an initial preventive measure, make it mandatory for all vehicles to 
have a new gadget for car exhaust, which would direct the poisonous smoke 
upwards rather than straight in the lungs of the people. The air current would 
help to displace the poisonous suspended particles elsewhere to a great degree. 
The psychological and physical health of a nation is directly related to the 
quality and environmental health of the country. In fact, generally speaking 
the quality of life of the people depends on the environment, products and 
systems (EPS) that surrounds them. EPS are essentially a product and a 
physical reality of all political and economic activity of a country. The process 
by which all the political and economic activity is translated into EPS is in the 
opinion of the author, design and implementation. 
 
The lower the standards of concepts and design, the quality of implementation 
and maintenance, the greater the risk to the quality of life in general. Ours is 
an acute design, implementation and maintenance problem, but somehow 
every problem which somehow leads to politics is natural. 
 



It is unfortunate that the kind of politicians who eventually land in the big 
offices never really care for the welfare of the masses. In fact the people who 
become ministers etc. are not from the REAL people (exceptions are there). 
For example the top people in the transport ministry have never really 
travelled in a rickshaw or a bus to appreciate the plight of commuters. Can the 
Prime Minister make them regularly use the public transport as an 
experiment? In fact only a few rides in a Karachi rickshaw would be enough 
to blow their minds out. Perhaps then we could expect some improvement and 
hope for the common man. 
 
 
DAZ 
 
October 1989 
 
 
 
 
 


