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I get into these awkward but exciting arguments with my son nowadays. Recently two news 
stories of mob lynching and burning some bandits in Karachi became a point of discussion. 
Although for Karachi the horrendous crime situation and total ineptness/callousness of the 
authorities is a fact of life and generally speaking people have lost all hope. They have stopped 
discussing these issues. Some have decided to take the law into their own hands as they are 
convinced that justice will never be available.  I tell my son, justifying the killing of the dacoits 
at the hands of the angry mob, that there is no law, no order and no justice, what do you expect 
the law abiding citizens to do, face the criminals lying down? He argues what do you expect the 
poor people to do; there is no flour, no oil, no employment, no food to survive, justifying the 
looting. He says let the deprived people get up, come and snatch away their share from the rich 
of the city. This is where the conversation takes a dangerous turn. This volatile topic of Haves 
and Have-nots has been at the heart of human race since the beginning of time.  
 
He remarks on the recent killings related to cellphone snatching; it’s only a cellphone, why do 
people have to resist? Nowadays a house unit of five family members has at least four phone 
connections, land line or mobile lines. Thanks to the aggressive marketing of the phone 
companies and consumer culture. Why bother, why take a risk? I tell him, son, a crime is a 
crime, and it should not go unpunished, even if it is single rupee that belongs to you why should 
anybody snatch it from you. There are millions of poor people who do not resort to criminal 
activities just because they are poor. Then the argument drifts; with the glaring class disparity, it 
is decreed that it is actually the society that manufactures criminals. But has this brutalization of 
the society happened over night? Year after year, it is the layers of injustice and deprivation. No 
redress of grievances, just suffering. This is what drives a mob crazy. Exactly the point he says, 
people are turning into maniacs, and they don’t see this barbaric act of burning a human body as 
savagery at all. Isn’t this is the end of all civility and rationality. This is the end of civilization. 
We are turning into animals. Who is responsible? 
 
Some how, I have always believed in the rule of law and justice and raised my family to become 
upright honest citizens. But my son seems to surprise me with his radical thinking. He finally 
conceded that, ok; let us assume that the state has failed its citizens which has emboldened the 
criminals. It is all right for the citizens to lynch the robbers but burning their bodies in public is 
rather gruesome and sick. I lay my arms and accept defeat. Yes it is close to the end of 
civilization. Although it is does not take much of an imagination to appreciate the kind of torture 
and immense pain the people have to go through to commit such a gruesome acts but people 
have become fed up. They have no faith in the system. This is a clear proof of the failure of the 
state and its systems resulting in the breakdown of a society.  
 
Ours is a history of politics sans leadership, misrule and corruption. The result is – 
capitalistic-feudal-tribal-pseudo dictatorial democracy, where about perhaps 200 families and 
some institutions have a strangle hold over the destinies of poverty ridden millions deprived of 
essentials. My son keeps on saying that the poor are stupid not to unite and rise up against the 
oppressors which are very few in numbers. The time prompts us to burn and loot, what are they 
afraid of? This reminds me of the madness that happened through out the country on the eve of 
assassination of Benazir. This is a clear example of a monster that hides within all of us. The 
May12 cold blooded massacre of people for nothing is another example of madness in the 
society. The shame of karo kari and honor killings is actually a socially accepted tradition in the 
rural areas. If one starts to list problems and atrocities in our society the space would run out. 
These may be extraordinary situations but my son cites examples of ordinary situations, for 
example child beggars in Karachi who now snatch away food items and make a run if they are 



not given attention for alms etc. But this is not enough, he feels, perhaps a beginning; the poor 
should come out now, and wage a war against the systems and people controlling the systems.  
 
My son is a kind of communist at heart, he is not sure which kind, or may be he trying to invent 
some new welfare system which is partly socialist partly capitalistic, in which perhaps each and 
every citizen get the essentials i.e. flour, rice, oil, sugar, milk, salt etc. through ration cards and 
on the other hand the people who love to drive Mercs and BMWs, have palatial houses with 
couple mills should work for it and be allowed to rise in a state controlled system. But the most 
important element of the state should be the distribution of basics, food, health and primary 
education, down to its poor majority. It is really sickening reading about fraction of people 
controlling the entire wealth of the nation. Capitalism and its freedom to multiply wealth gives 
birth to corrupt institutions and oligarchies while the smartest few find ways to manipulate the 
poor majority. Communism was born and died a premature death. The distribution of wealth and 
prosperous healthy citizenry is only a cliché found in books. Capitalism rules now, with its evil 
instruments, only a few controls the world wealth. Even the last bastion of socialism, China, 
looks more capitalistic than its pioneers.  
 
One is reminded that even the so called most advanced, civilized and cultured nations who have 
fewer social problems invade poorer countries to loot their oil and other riches and in the process 
butcher their civilians and commit such savage acts that each one of us should hang their heads 
in shame. All in the name of democracy and freedom. Is this not the end of civilization? While I 
still believe that half of our troubles will disappear with the elimination of VIP culture and half 
will go on the establishment of rule of law, and my son keeps toying with the idea of changing 
the world through his radical thinking. I wish him luck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


